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During the 9th International Jew‘s Harp Congress / Festival in Berlin, Fukiko
Goukon, the winner of the title “International Jew’s Harp Virtuoso” at the
competition In May 2022 in Yakutsk, stated that she was aiming to hold the
next 10th IJHC/F in her home country of Hokkaido in Japan. This

idea was supported by Leo Tadagawa from the Japan Jew’s Harp Association,
who played and continues to play an important role in the planning of the 10th
Festival. Together they succeeded to convince local organizations like Kushiro
City, Akan Jew’s Harp Association, Ainu Association of Akan, Akan Ainu Cultural
Preservation Society, Akan Ainu Indutrial Arts Association, and Akan Ainu
Consulun to unite forces for the organization and implementation of a
successful event.

In the name of the International Jew’s Harp Society, | am deeply grateful to these committed people
and their organizations!

The role of the International Jew’s Harp Society is to provide name, reputation and expertise to the
Festival, to select the international participants, to design and organize the Congress, to advice in
regard of the musical program, and to provide with publications like the Newsletter BOING and the
scientific Journal.

The fact that the 10th IJHC/F is organized and carried out by the Ainu community on Hokkaido in
Japan is attracting great interest worldwide and many invited musicians and researchers are
planning to take their spouses and children with them. The performances of the Ainu Jew’s harp
players at the previous festivals with the rituals and dances were always a special program item, full
of color, impressive music and living tradition and spirituality. With great anticipation we are thinking
about the 10th IJHC/F from October 24-26, 2025, at Akanko Ainu Kotan in Japan! We look forward to
seeing you soon at an unforgettable festival in friendship, appreciation and professionalism in the
unifying sign of the Jew'’s harp.

Franz Kumpl
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